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·4ÈÅ Ȱ&ÏÒËÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÈÉÏȱ

·A strategic location brings 
the world to war



·Water

·Coal

7ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÉÔÔÓÂÕÒÇÈ 
coal seam since 1760.



·Half of U.S. iron and 
one third of glass by 
Civil War

·The Silicon Valley of 
the 19th-Century



·Growing industry 
created opportunity.

·Germans joined 
English, Scots and 
Irish early in the 19th-
Century

·Later immigrants 
came from Central, 
Southern and Eastern 
Europe 















·Bessemer process 
makes possible cheap 
production of steel

·Improved 
transportation makes 
possible  the shipment 
of suitable iron ore to 
Pittsburgh from 
-ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎȭÓ 5ÐÐÅÒ 
Peninsula

·Carnegie builds Edgar 
Thomson Works to 
make steel rails (1875)



·Ȱ/ÂÓÅÓÓÅÄȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÓÔÓ 
and the speed of 
production

·Twelve hour days, 
seven days a week.  
(July 4 off)

·By 1895, Edgar 
Thomson commanded 
almost 30-percent of 
steel rail market



·The Homestead 
Strike of 1892

·Labor and 
management collide 
in a series of violent 
confrontations

· In 1935 the Wagner 
Act gives right to 
strike and to bargain 
collectively



·1900: Home to more wealth than NYC and 
Chicago 

·1901:United States Steel becomes the first billion 
dollar corporation



·Andrew Carnegie  
receives $480-million for 
his steel interests

·Ȱ2ÉÃÈÅÓÔ ÍÁÎ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȱ

·Inventor of modern 
philanthropy, gives away 
$325-million before he 
dies










