[image: image12.jpg]



               NASPD

2008 SUMMER CONFERENCE
[image: image2.jpg]



(Photo from the The Fairmont San Francisco Hotel)
Join Us At The

The Fairmont San Francisco Hotel
San Francisco, CA
The Fairmont San Francisco Hotel
San Francisco, CA
June 12 - 14, 2008
Arrival Packet

NASPD Summer Conference

The Fairmont San Francisco Hotel • San Francisco, CA
June 12 – June 14, 2008
Thursday, June 12, 2008
1:00 – 4:30 p.m.


Registration
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.


Membership Committee Meeting



2:00 – 3:00 p.m.


Education Committee Meeting



3:00 – 4:00 p.m.


Board of Directors Meeting

 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.


Welcoming Reception on the Fairmont Garden Rooftop
Friday, June 13, 2008
8:00 – 10:30 a.m.


Registration & Continental Breakfast

 

8:00 a.m. – Noon


General Session


 


8:00 – 8:15 a.m.
Member Spotlight, Luther Winch, BALL WINCH Pipeline Services

8:15 – 8:30 a.m.
Member Spotlight, Bob Mahoney, Northwest Pipe Company

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Vipul Amin, Vice President of The Carlyle Group




“Financial Market Issues:  Implications for Pipe & Tube Industry”


9:00 – 9:30 a.m.
Carole Wink, Ancon Transportation




“The Ever Changing World of Transportation”


9:30 – 9:45 a.m.

Break


9:45 – 10:15 a.m.
Roland Balkenende, Director of the USA Business Unit of Tenaris and

President of Tenaris Global Services USA
“The State of the Industry”
10:15 – 10:45 a.m.
Dan O’Leary, Edgen Murray II, LP




“Past, Present, and Future: A Distributor’s Perspective”

10:45 – Noon

Don Reynolds, Futurist and Economist “Tectonic Plates of Change”
Globalization, Demographics and Technology are accelerating the Velocity of Change.  When these forces interact, tectonic shifts or massive changes occur, creating a visceral new reality. To be successful, companies and individuals need to become pro-active, anticipatory, and inter-disciplinary.  Learn how these trends will impact your work environment and how to apply those trends in predicting your own futures.
Noon – 1:30 p.m.


Networking Luncheon

7:00 – 9:00 p.m.



Dinner in the Fairmont Tonga Room – Paradise - Hawaiian Style





(Hawaiian attire encouraged) 
9:00 p.m. – Midnight

Hospitality Suite in the Historic Penthouse Suite
Saturday, June 14, 2008
9:00 – 11:00 a.m.


Networking Breakfast

 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m.


Prime Roundtable Discussion.





Facilitator:  Art Shelton
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Structural, Limited Service and Used Roundtable Discussion




Facilitator:  Chuck Betzler 

11:15 – 6:00 p.m.
Viansa Wine Tour & B. R. Cohn Wine Tasting & Grape Stomp 

(Alfresco Picnic Lunch will be at 1:45 p.m.  The wine stomp can be messy – keep this in mind when choosing your attire.)
All attendees are encouraged to participate in the committee meetings. 
Note:  the following are activities not coordinated by or endorsed by the NASPD.  They are listed below as possible activities to consider while in San Francisco, CA
The information/photos printed in this packet concerning San Francisco, CA. were taken from the San Francisco, CA  Conference & Visitors Bureau and/or each individual activity’s website.

San Francisco, CA – Perfect place for Adventure

Attractions & Adventures
Merryvale Vineyards:

Hospitality center is open 10am to 6:30pm everyday, the inviting cellar is graced with a European fountain and formal gardens. The historic winery is ideally located within easy walking distance (¼ mile south) of St. Helena and is adjacent to world-famous Tra Vigne restaurant in the heart of America's premiere wine region.

Experience a true working winery setting, surrounded by French oak barrels and casks. Enjoy Merryvale's award-winning Starmont, Signature and Prestige wines, shop for unique food and wine-themed gifts, and view the breathtakingly romantic special events setting - Merryvale's Cask Room
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Explore Sonoma County Wine Country! 
Experience the Charm of one of the oldest cities in California, with one of the best preserved Historic Downtown Areas, on the National Register of Historic Places. Victorian homes and Iron Front buildings surround this charming Riverfront town.
Centrally located 32 miles north of San Francisco in Sonoma County Wine Country, Petaluma is the ideal base for exploring more than 195 wineries, the redwoods, dramatic coast, Point Reyes National Seashore and the entire Bay Area. 

Aquarium of the Bay – Fisherman’s Wharf

Meet 20,000 amazing marine animals as you walk through 300 feet of crystal clear tunnels. Touch sharks and rays. It's like skin diving without getting wet. Open daily except Dec. 25. Summer hours 9am-8pm. Most other times M-Th 10am-6pm, F-Su until 7pm. Admission $14.95 adults; $8 seniors (age 65+) and children (ages 3-11); $37.95 family (2 adults, 2 children). Children under 3 free. Prices and hours subject to change.

Address: Pier 39
Address2: The Embarcadero at Beach Street
City: San Francisco 94133 
Phone: 415-623-5300 
Fax: 415-623-5324
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PIER 39

There is something for everyone at PIER 39, one of San Francisco's premier Bay attractions: a festival marketplace with more than 110 stores, 14 Bay view restaurants and a variety of fun-filled attractions for all ages, including the world-renowned sea lions, street performers and live daily entertainment.
Address: P.O. Box 193730
Address2: The Embarcadero and Beach Street
City: San Francisco 94119-3730 
Phone: 415-705-5500

Presidio of San Francisco

Formerly a military post, the Presidio is a national park and recreational paradise featuring spectacular vistas, meandering trails, and historic and architectural treasures. Come for a hike, a walking tour, a picnic, to view an exhibit or take a stroll back in time. Entrance to the park and most programs are free. The park is open daily, year-round.
Address: 34 Graham Street
Address2: P.O. Box 29052
City: San Francisco 94129 
Phone: 415-561-5444 
Fax: 415-561-7688

Alcatraz Island

The exclusive operator to Alcatraz Island, one of San Francisco's top visitor attractions, operated by the National Park Service. Cruises start at 9am and continue throughout the day. Ten to 14 daily departures depending on the time of year. Evening tours offered Th-M. All Alcatraz tours depart from Pier 33. Guaranteed lowest prices to Alcatraz Island. For complete tour information, including departure schedules and pricing, visit the Web site. Purchase and print tickets online - save time and avoid lines. Alcatraz Cruises - an Inescapable Experience.
Address: Pier 33, Alcatraz Landing
City: San Francisco 94111 
Phone: 415-981-ROCK (7625) 
Fax: 415-986-1721
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Boudin at the Wharf 
Set in the heart of Fisherman's Wharf, the new, two-story flagship building allows visitors to observe the 5,000 square-foot bakery in action. Learn the story of sourdough French bread, how it is made and why it cannot be baked anywhere else on earth. Complimentary trip to tasting room included with Museum & Bakery Tour.
Address: 160 Jefferson Street
City: San Francisco 94133 
Phone: 415-928-1849
Conservatory of Flowers
A spectacular living museum of rare and beautiful tropical plants from around the world that will engage visitors physically, intellectually and emotionally. Tu-Su 9am-4:30pm. Free children 4 and under, $5 for adults, $3 for youths, seniors and students with ID, $1.50 for children 5-11.

Address: 100 John F. Kennedy Drive
Address2: Golden Gate Park
City: San Francisco 94117 
Phone: 415-666-7001



Napa Valley Wine Train
The Napa Valley Wine Train features a special wine country lunch and dinner daily, brunch including a glass of chilled Champagne on weekends year-round.

Address: 1275 McKinstry Street
City: Napa 94559 
Phone: 707-253-2160




San Francisco Zoo  
Northern California's largest zoological park features approximately 1,000 exotic and endangered wildlife. Visit the new Grizzy Gulch, home to two grizzly bears and stroll through the African Savanna habitat. Experience the wonders of the Children's Zoo and visit other favorites such as Gorilla Preserve, Penguin Island, Koala Crossing, Lemur Forest and the Australian WalkAbout.  Open daily 10am-5pm. Admission for San Francisco residents $9; $4.50 ages 12-17 and seniors 65 and over; $2.50 ages 3-11; free age 2 and under. Non-residents $11; $8 ages 12-17 and 65 and over; $5 ages 3-11; free age 2 and under.
Submarine USS Pampanito
This authentic, World War II submarine - with near perfect restoration - offers visitors an unforgettable experience. Individuals and groups will feel history unfold, seeing how the crew of 80 men lived for weeks on end in amazingly tight quarters. Many original artifacts are on display. Exclusive iPod audio tour features Pampanito crewmen telling real-life war stories. The gift store is chock full of gifts, books, video/DVDs and memorabilia. National Historic Landmark. Summer hours: Th-Tu 9am-8pm, W 9am-6pm; Winter hours: M-Th 9am-6pm, F-Su 9am-8pm. Admission $9 adults; discounts for children, seniors and active duty military.
Address: Fisherman's Wharf, Pier 45
City: San Francisco 94133 
Phone: 415-775-1943
Golden Gate Bridge
The 4,200 foot long suspension span of the  Golden Gate Bridge was the longest span in the world from the time of its construction in 1937 until New York City's Verrazano Narrows Bridge was opened on November 21, 1964.  It is 60 feet longer than the Golden Gate Bridge.  

Construction of the Golden Gate Bridge commenced on January 5, 1933 and the Bridge was open to vehicular traffic on May 28, 1937.
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Wax Museum at Fisherman's Wharf
For 45 years, 15 million visitors have enjoyed more than 270 wax portraits of entertainers, heroes, scoundrels and more in 50 expertly crafted settings, enhanced with artistic lighting, props and informative narrations.
Address: 145 Jefferson Street, Suite 500
City: San Francisco 94133 
Phone: 415-202-0400
Cable Car Museum 
1201 Mason Street
San Francisco, CA 94108
The Cable Car Museum was established in 1974. It is operated by the Friends of the Cable Car Museum as a nonprofit educational facility.

Located in the historic Washington/Mason cable car barn and powerhouse, the museum deck overlooks the huge engines and winding wheels that pull the cables. Downstairs is a viewing area of the large sheaves and cable line entering the building through the channel under the street.

On display are various mechanical devices such as grips, track, cable, brake mechanisms, tools, detailed models, and a large collection of historic photographs.

The museum houses three antique cable cars from the 1870s. The Sutter Street Railway No. 46 grip car & No. 54 trailer and the only surviving car from the first cable car company, the Clay Street Hill Railroad No. 8 grip car.

10 am - 6 pm
April 1 thru September 30


Open every day except New Year's Day, Easter Sunday, Thanksgiving, and Christmas
Admission is Free.
Phone (415) 474-1887
Chinatown

The reality of Chinatown is that there are two Chinatowns: One belongs to the locals, the other charms the tourists. They overlap and dance with each other, drawing more visitors annually than the Golden Gate Bridge.

For deep immersion into Chinatown, be sure to examine the many produce and live markets that line Stockton Street (between Columbus and Broadway) on a Saturday afternoon. That is where the locals do their shopping, and Saturday is the busiest day. Untrained Western eyes may find the sight of live turtles, chickens and other animals peculiar, but the markets are definitely interesting. Coupled with the clogged streets and the shouting matches over bok choy, they make for an all-day attraction. 

Coit Tower

Coit Tower is an icon on the San Francisco skyline, a simple tower crowning Telegraph Hill overlooking the San Francisco waterfront.
Coit Tower visitors come to this site mostly for the views: sweeping waterfront vistas from the parking lot and observation deck, and for cityscapes best seen from the small park behind the tower. 

Not to be missed are the murals decorating the lobby, considered to be one of California's best examples of depression-era public art. Part of a Public Works of Art Project, they were painted in 1934 by 25 artists. Done in Diego Rivera's social realism style, they are sympathetic portrayals of the daily life of working class Californians during the depression.
You'll often hear tour guides and others claiming that Coit Tower is supposed to look like the nozzle of a fire hose, but designers Arthur Brown Jr. and Henry Howard always denied it, and in fact, it looks more like the towers at London's Battersea Power Station, completed one year earlier. 

Ferry Plaza Farmers' Market

Market St and The Embarcadero
San Francisco, CA 94105
Phone: (415) 291-3276 
Fax: (415) 291-3275 

Hours:

Tue 10am-2pm (year round), Thu 4pm-8pm (seasonal), Sat 8am-2pm (year round), Sun 10am-2pm (seasonal)

After calling Embarcadero Plaza "home" for the past decade, San Francisco's gourmet farmers' market has found permanent pastures. Once a Saturday-only affair, the festivities now take place four days a week, and are afforded the luxury of rain protection in addition to sweeping views of the bay. While Tuesdays and Thursdays provide a showcase for smaller regional farmers, Saturdays remain the main attraction due to live events like Shop with the Chef.
High-end organic fruits and vegetables are the focus. Chefs shop here--regulars are used to spotting Alice Waters comparison-shopping the chard. Many of the finest vendors around the bay run booths here, from Star Route Farms (greens, herbs, specialty lettuces) and Frog Hollow Farms (peaches, pears) to Cowgirl Creamery (cheeses). Prices are high, but the quality is outstanding.
Union Square
Experience the unique character of San Francicso's Union Square District, where the best names in fashion, dining and theater have resided for over a hundred years.
After the great earthquake of 1906, Union Square became San Francisco's premier shopping district, and, by the 1930's the site of the world's first underground parking structure.
It's a great place to meet, enjoy coffee, or just let the world go by. Featured is a large central plaza with a terraced performance stage.

Take a ride on the cable car and go to Fisherman's Wharf, Ghiradelli Square and back again for some more shopping! Stop while you are there and sample the infamous Irish Coffee at the Buena Vista.

From the Golden Gate Bridge:
After bridge proceed to Lombard Street exit, Follow Lombard to Van Ness (101
south) go right on Van Ness, continue on to O'Farrell Street, Left on
O'Farrell Street. When you cross Powell Street, Union Square Park will be on your left and Macy's on your right.

List of Top Sites to See

by The Fairmont San Francisco Hotel Concierge
Alcatraz Island, Coit Tower, Farmers' Market, Fisherman's Wharf, Union Square, Chinatown, Golden Gate Bridge/Park, and the Cable Car Museum.
History of The Fairmont

San Francisco Hotel 
In the beginning, the earth shook... The Fairmont San Francisco was not yet open, but the massive structure was already completed, and the interior furnishings had been delivered and were awaiting their various places in this Palace on Nob Hill. The hotel had just been sold on April 6th, less than two weeks before the conflagration that was to all but level the City. The story however, goes back earlier than that. Tessie and Virginia Fair were the daughters of James Graham Fair, one of San Francisco's wealthiest citizens. 'Bonanza Jim' had struck it rich in a Nevada Silver mine, and his daughters were determined to construct a grand monument to their father, who had passed away in 1894. In 1902, construction began on The Fairmont Hotel, but by 1906, it had become too much of a burden for the Fair sisters, and they sold it to the Law brothers, Herbert and Hartland, in exchange for two existing office buildings at Mission and New Montgomery streets. How could anyone know that the 'great San Francisco fire,' as locals referred to the disaster of the earthquake and what followed, was just days away.

The 'swells' of San Francisco rested in their beds, dreaming of Carmen from their previous night at the Opera, where Enrico Caruso had held an overflow crowd spellbound, and the party that followed had lasted into the wee hours. Suddenly, at 5:12 AM, a shot like a cannon resounded through the City, and three foot waves rolled through the landfill that was downtown, while church bells rang cacophonously all at the same time, tolling a din that would be remembered forever. And what of The Fairmont? Remarkably, it still stood, looking relatively unharmed although there was some structural damage to the interior. Photographs taken at the time show The Fairmont standing proud, Parthenon-like at the top of the hill, whilst all around there was devastation and rubble. But the fires, which burnt uncontrollably, finally reached top of Nob Hill twenty-four hours after the earthquake, taking down mansion after mansion as if by appointment. Hopkins, Stanford, Huntington, and finally Crocker all became unwilling victims of the fire. It was 5:30 AM when The Fairmont's windows first began to crack from the heat. Writer Gertrude Atherton was crossing the Bay at the time and notes, “I forgot the doomed city as I gazed at The Fairmont, a tremendous volume of white smoke pouring from the roof, every window a shimmering sheet of gold; not a flame, nor a spark shot forth. The Fairmont will never be as demonic in its beauty again.”
Herbert and Hartland Law took the burden of social responsibility seriously, and went ahead with plans to repair, redecorate and where necessary restore. Their original choice for a new architect was Stanford White, the prominent New Yorker. Within weeks however, Mr. White met his demise while dining at Madison Square Garden, when multimillionaire Harry K. Thaw shot and mortally wounded him. The Law brothers, undeterred, continued along, this time with an electrifying choice: Julia Morgan, the first woman graduate of the prestigious Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris who was just starting out, and would later rise to be known as the nation's preeminent female architect. Diminutive, with her hair pinned tightly to her head, she nevertheless did a magnificent job overseeing every aspect of the job, often climbing up on ladders to inspect the work of her contractors. She was not above dressing down a worker twice her size if his work did not conform to her strict standards.

Time, as they say, is a gentleman. Exactly a year after the earthquake, a grand banquet celebrating the opening was held at The Fairmont, with 600 pounds of turtle, 13,000 oysters and $5,000 worth of California and French wines. At precisely 9:00 PM, fireworks began, illuminating the beautiful new Fairmont, the thousand ships at anchor in the Bay, City Hall and all the buildings that had risen up, phoenix-like, in defiance of nature's wrath. San Francisco was alive and well, and would thrive again.

When Ned Greenway moved his debutante parties up to The Fairmont, it quickly became the social hub of the City. Wealthy families, displaced by the earthquake, took up residence, some for many years. Meanwhile, the Law brothers had signed a ten year deal for the Palace Hotel company to manage The Fairmont. Not too many months later, a familiar figure came back to town on a mystery mission. It was Tessie (Fair) Oelrichs, who returned to her beloved City after her husband passed away whilst on a transatlantic steamer. By May of 1908, she was once again the owner and hostess par excellence of San Francisco's most famous hostelry. She welcomed Teddy Roosevelt, President Taft, and even Rudolph Valentino. By 1917, D.M. Linnard took over the management, and in 1924, bought the controlling interest from the Oelrichs family. Linnard had a chain of hotels in California. In 1929, he sold the Fairmont to George Smith, a mining engineer, who had just completed the Mark Hopkins Hotel. Smith undertook a major renovation, including adding an indoor pool, the 'Fairmont Plunge.'

Like Tessie Oelrichs, D.M. Linnard could not stay away from the lure of The Fairmont. In 1941, he repurchased the hotel, which by now had entered an era of 'benign neglect,' victim of the depression and its own lethargy, with a clientele of mostly permanent residents, who blended in among the potted palms, adding to the general gloom and mustiness.

But once again, The Fairmont 'rose from the ashes.' The occasion was the end of World War II, and the catalyst which transformed her was two-fold: the International Conference which led to the birth of the United Nation, and the purchase of the hotel by Benjamin Swig. Ben Swig was an East Coast businessman who, 'had a knack for seeing a good thing and turning it around,' according to Richard Swig, his son, who later became President of The Fairmont Hotel Company. Ben Swig knew that the interior of the hotel badly needed a facelift, and so he engaged Dorothy Draper, the most famous decorator of the time, to transform the lobby and the public areas. Mrs. Draper, fresh from her remarkable redo of The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, came up with quite a different vision for The Fairmont. She visualized the hotel as an enlarged copy of a Grand Venetian Palace, but at the same time she wished to capture the charm and “Romance” of San Francisco. Her goal was to restore The Fairmont to its position as the center jewel in the crown of the Golden Age of San Francisco. With this in mind, she introduced new design innovations unheard of until then...black and red carpets, wild geranium and strawberry colors, gold and black lacquer...all replicating a certain 'rakish' charm and flamboyant atmosphere, synonymous with the California Gold Rush. The result was magic, and Kings, Queens, Presidents and all who visited were entranced by their surroundings. To the American public, starved from new things for too long during the war, it was exactly what they craved. The 'Draper touch' was a smashing success, and The Fairmont was once again the place to see and be seen. Meanwhile, The Fairmont had made news with its role as the venue for the meetings of the United Nations. Once again, history was being made in a big way. To this day, the plaque commemorating the drafting of the Charter for the United Nations can be seen outside the Garden Room on the lobby level while the country flags of the original signatories fly proudly above the porte cochere.

Dorothy Draper also added her 'Draper Touch' to the Venetian Room. Its grand reopening took place in 1947 as San Francisco's premier Supper Club. The Venetian Room went on through the forties, fifties, sixties, seventies and even into the eighties, thanks to Richard Swig's insistence on having a place where hotel guests, as well as locals, could dine and dance while enjoying big name entertainment. And what names they were too: Ella Fitzgerald, Nat 'King' Cole, Marlene Dietrich, Joel Grey, Bobby Short, Vic Damone, James Brown, and many, many more. Ernie Hecksher and his orchestra came for a limited engagement, and never left, becoming the official band for the Venetian Room. The Venetian Room is most famous as the place in which Tony Bennett first sang 'I Left My Heart in San Francisco.'

Not long after the Swig purchase, people going to take a dip in the 'Fairmont Plunge' were startled to find themselves aboard the 'S.S. Tonga,' which provided a 'ship-shape' atmosphere, along with exotic drinks accompanied by Chinese food. Not satisfied with that, the S.S. Tonga went into dry-dock, replaced by the Tonga Room, with its musical boat in the middle of the pool, tiki huts under which patrons can enjoy a refreshing Mai-Tai, and an exotic menu reflecting the South Sea & Asian ambiance. A gleaming dance floor provides space for guests to dance; little do they realize that it was originally the deck of the S.S. Forrester, one of the last of the tall ships that plied the route between San Francisco and the South Sea Islands.

Another exciting room in the Fairmont was the Cirque Room, which was the first bar to open in San Francisco following prohibition. It was decorated by architect Tim Pflueger in a beautiful Art Deco style with an incredible bar, and murals by the celebrated Bruton sisters. Before the Venetian Room was opened, the Cirque was the place to go for entertainment in the City. 

And what of the fabled Penthouse-The Fairmont's most exclusive (and at $12,500 per night its most expensive) accommodation. It was constructed in 1926 as a residence for John S. Drum, President of the American Trust Company. Drum designed and constructed the residence, and the interior was decorated by Arthur Upham Pope, a noted Professor at UC Berkeley, who was an expert on Persian Art. This Persian influence reached its height in the game room, with its Arabian nights décor and arched doorways and windows. The two story library with its rotunda depicting the constellations of the nighttime sky and 'map room' bedroom were decorated by artist Robert Boardman Howard, and alone are worth a visit.

The Penthouse was later to become home to another VIP, Benjamin Swig. As in the novel 'Hotel' by Arthur Hailey (which was later to become a TV series filmed at The Fairmont), Mr. Swig resided in his aerie high above Nob Hill, with a birds eye view of his beloved 'City by the Bay.' Although in his later years he lived alone, he was not a lonely man, for his roomy Penthouse was often home to guests from all walks of life. Chief Justice Earl Warren, Governor Pat Brown and General Omar Bradley were but a few of the luminaries who shared Ben Swig's hospitality. The Penthouse was truly a home, as well as a home away from home. When Ben Swig passed away, the Penthouse was used as a luxury accommodation, and served as home to Presidents, Heads of State, celebrities and other dignitaries. The Penthouse is still available for rent, and can be booked by contacting the Executive office of the hotel.

In November of 1961 another section of The Fairmont was opened; the 23 story Tower, designed by Mario Gaidano, San Francisco's first glass elevator carries people to the Crown Room at the top of the tower, with San Francisco's most beautiful view. The Fair sisters would have definitely approved. Richard Swig supervised every phase of construction, making sure that the quality of craftsmanship be up to Fairmont standards.

As the San Francisco residence for every U.S. president since William Howard Taft, The Fairmont garnered a reputation for world-class hospitality. As the Fairmont's reputation grew, so did its collection of grand hotels bearing its name. In 1999, Fairmont Hotels merged with Canadian Pacific Hotels to form Fairmont Hotels & Resorts, the largest operator of luxury hotels and resorts in North America.

As the company's flagship property, The Fairmont San Francisco once again made history when it greeted the 21st century with an award-winning $85 million restoration.

In May of 1999, legions of craftsmen checked into the San Francisco landmark to recreate architect Julia Morgan's vision for the 1907 hotel. Comparing the project to an archeological dig, the restoration team uncovered original marble floors, ornate domes and intricate design work throughout the historic hotel.

'While we have preserved our turn-of-the-century charm, we have embraced the 21st century by providing today's most wanted amenities, including a health spa and a business center as well as high-speed internet access in all meeting and guest rooms,' comments Regional Vice President and General Manager Mark S. Huntley.

Highlighting the restoration is the re-emergence of the Main Lobby as a grand public space. Dorothy Draper's heady design of 1945 has been stripped away to reveal pristine marble floors and Corinthian columns trimmed in gold.

After more than six decades of closure, The Laurel Court has been restored to its original design and once again functions as the hotel's main dining room and bar. Crowned by three domes, The Laurel Court serves breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, and dinner on the hotel's lobby level.

In addition to the restoration of public spaces, the hotel's 591 guest rooms and suites, including the famed Penthouse Suite, have been luxuriously refurbished. Marble baths and picture windows are complemented by business amenities such as two-line telephone systems and high-speed Internet access in every guestroom.

The Fairmont

San Francisco Hotel in

San Francisco, CA
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The Fairmont San Francisco Hotel
950 Mason Street
San Francisco, CA 94108
USA
Tel:  415-772-5000
Combine the best of two worlds; The destination San Francisco and the renowned Fairmont Hotel atop Nob-Hill. The grandeur of the hotel coupled with its reputation for impeccable service promises a truly memorable experience in a city that is consistently ranked among the top international destinations by travelers and meeting-planners alike. The Fairmont San Francisco offers the ideal destination for your next convention or incentive trip.

For more than 100 years The Fairmont San Francisco is the landmark of immaculate hospitality. Our team of experts in hospitality has only one mission: turning moments into memories. We are dedicated to making

your event a successful one. The grandeur of the hotel coupled with its reputation for engaging service promises a truly memorable experience.
Transportation
Transportation

Once you’re on the ground, your transportation options range from rental cars, shuttles, taxies, trolley cars, to limousines. 
A cab ride from the San Francisco Airport to The Fairmont is approximately a 30-minute drive and costs approximately $45.00.
A cab drive from Oakland Airport to the Fairmont Hotel is approximately 50 minutes and costs approximately $70.00. 
Luxor Cab Company

San Francisco, 94102

(415) 282-4141

Desoto Lab Company

555 Selby St., San Francisco, 94124

Phone: (415) 970-1305
Yellow Cab

555 Pine St., San Francisco, CA 94108

Phone: (650) 712-9300

Diamond Cab Company

1737 Stockton St., San Francisco, CA 94133

Phone: (415) 781-1138

Lucky Cab Company


670 5th Ave., San Francisco, CA 94118

Phone: (415) 752-0898

Pacific Cab Company

1115 Stockton St., San Francisco, CA 94133

Phone: (415) 986-7220

Regents Cab Company

1301 6th Ave., San Francisco, CA 94122

Phone: (415) 487-1004
Shuttle Service - Airport Express Shuttle

415-775-5121

$16.00 - adult

$10.00 - child

$85.00 - per van

M & M Luxury Shuttle

415-552-3200 or 1-800-286-0303

$15.00 – shuttle

$50.00 – private car
Above prices are subject to change anytime.
Popular Restaurants

Gary Danko (French)

800 North Point Street

415-749-2060

require 2 months reservation advance

 

Boulevard (American)

1 Mission Street

415-543-6084

require 1 month reservation advance

 

Slanted Door (Vietnamese)

Ferry Building

415-861-8032

require 1 month reservation advance

 

Aqua (seafood)

252 California Street

415-956-9662

 

Kokkari Estiatorio (Greek)

200 Jackson

415-981-0983

 

Zuni Cafe (Californian)

1658 Market Street

415-552-2522

 

A16 (Italian)

2355 Chestnut Street

415-771-2216
Golf
Presidio Golf Course 

Superior 18-hole public course 10 minutes from downtown. Restaurant, meeting space, golf shop, practice center and rental equipment. Group bookings up to one year in advance.

Address: 300 Finley Road
City: San Francisco 94129 
Phone: 415-561-4653
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Harding Park Golf Course

99 Harding Road
San Francisco, CA 94132
(415) 664-4690

The course was designed by Willie Watson and opened in 1930. The course is bordered on three sides by Lake Merced, offering several scenic views of the surrounding area. This championship tournament course is on slightly rolling grounds and moderately forested with mature cypress and pine trees. Harding Park is one of the City-owned courses which hosts the annual San Francisco City Golf Championship, one of the oldest running amateur golf events in the country. Harding Park has also played host to numerous professional golf tournaments over its long history.
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Forecast
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The average temperature for June in San Francisco, CA is high 70 and low 53.  Bring layers for a range of temperatures.
Welcoming Reception

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 12, 2008
The Pavilion Room
Friday Networking Luncheon
Friday, June 13, 2008
Noon – 1:30 p.m.
The Pavilion Room
Dinner
Friday, June 14, 2008
7:00 – 9:30 p.m.

The Fairmont Tonga Room

Paradise – Hawaiian Style

(Hawaiian attire encouraged)

Hospitality Suite

The Historic Penthouse Suite

Friday, June 13, 2008
9:30 p.m. – Midnight

Completed in 1927 as a private residence for Mr. John S. Drum, the Fairmont Penthouse Suite offers a unique experience during your stay in San Francisco. Beyond its mahogany doors you will step into a one of a kind Penthouse with breathtaking view of downtown San Francisco that hold a special place in history; In 1945 it

served as a the headquarters during the United Nations Convention and signing of the United Nations Charter.

In 1981, the Penthouse was made available to guests as the most opulent hotel suite in America. A few of its visitors include Prince Charles, King Hussein of Jordan, Queen Beatrix of The Netherlands, former president

Bill Clinton and stars of Hollywood like Neil Diamond, Tony Bennett, and Sean Connery.

With more that 6000 Square feet of guestroom the Fairmont Penthouse is the ideal location for receptions and dinners up to 100 guests. The Penthouse will create lifetime memories for you and your guests. So, as you stand inside the majestic mahogany doors, take a moment to imagine who before you has stood on that very same spot.

Optional Event
Viansa Wine Tour & B. R. Cohn

Wine Tasting & Grape Stomp
Saturday, June 14, 2008

11:15a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
$199.00

(Advance Registration Required)
Founded in 1988 by third generation Sebastianis, Viansa was created as a way to share their love of good food, fine wine, and Italian heritage. Viansa’s tile-roofed Tuscan Villa sits high above the Sonoma Valley on a hilltop surrounded by olive trees and vineyards, overlooking our 90-acre waterfowl preserve. Adorned with hand-painted murals, Italian marble, statues, fountains, and tiled courtyards, the villa exudes classic Tuscan charm. 

Based on a heritage of Italian vines, generations-old winemaking knowledge, and unique wines, Viansa is the premier producer of Italian varietal wines in the United States. In fact, they grow and produce more Italian varietal wines – Sangiovese, Barbera, Dolcetto, Aleatico, Arneis, Pinot Grigio, Primitivo, and Tocai Friulano among them – than any winery in California or in Italy! And in 2007 alone, they have already been awarded over 85 medals – including 23 gold or double gold.

B. R. Cohn Winery

Founded by Bruce Cohn in 1984, B.R. Cohn Winery is located in the heart of Sonoma Valley. Bruce Cohn bought the land now known as Olive Hill Estate Vineyards in 1974. The small family operated winery is surrounded by the 90-acre Olive Hill Estate Vineyards; where soils warmed by underground natural hot springs and gentle ocean breezes create a unique microclimate resulting in ideal growing conditions for ultra-premium Cabernet Sauvignon. B.R. Cohn also produces Merlot, Pinot Noir, SyrCab (a unique blend of Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon), Petite Sirah, Zinfandel, Cabernet Port, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. These award-winning wines have placed B.R. Cohn among the leaders of great California wine producers. 

B. R. Cohn Grape Stomp

Grape stomping in oak barrels is an age-old practice of making wine, but in B. R. Cohn interactive version, when the juices start to flow so does the fun and chaos.  Teams compete against one another, stomping grapes as fast as they can.  The team with the most juice wins.

Speakers 

Vipul Amin is the Vice President of The Carlyle Group 

“Financial Market Issues:  Implications for Pipe & Tube Industry”
Friday, June 13, 2008
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Vipul received his MBA from Harvard Business School and an A.B. from Duke University.  
Carole Wink, Ancon Transportation
“The Ever Changing World of Transportation”

Friday, June 13, 2008  9:00 – 9:30 a.m.

Carole Wink is the founder and Senior Vice- President of Ancon Transportation, a division of Ancon Marine.  She has thirty years of practical experience and professional knowledge in program development, sales and marketing for import and domestic steel and aluminum in the transportation industry.  A pioneer in the “rail/truck” program, partnering with the Class I, and short line railroads, she travels nationally and internationally to set up product transportation around the United States, Canada, Mexico, and recently, import cargo inbound from Gulf Ports to and from California.  

Ms. Wink has served on various steel related and civic boards of directors, including American Institute for International Steel, immediate past President of the Transload Distribution Association.  She is also a member of the California Trucking Association and member of the BNSF Railroad Transload Advisory Board.  Ms. Wink represented the City of Long Beach in presenting the Sister City proclamation to Pohang in Korea.

She was awarded the Outstanding Woman in Business for Orange County, California.  Ms. Wink was educated at UCLA, a California native, married and resides with her husband Bill, in Fullerton, CA.  They enjoy collecting vintage motorcycles and cars. 

Roland Balkenende, Director of Process and Power Plant Services, Tenaris Global Services
“The State of the Industry”
Friday, June 13, 2008
9:45 – 10:15 a.m.

Roland Balkenende is Director of Tenaris Process and Power Plant Services. He graduated from the Vrije University, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, in Operations Research and Econometrics and received his MBA from the Graduate School of Management in The Netherlands. He started his career in the airline industry with KLM. He then joined the pipe industry in Van Leeuwen Pipe and Tube. In the course of his 17 years with Van Leeuwen, Mr. Balkenende assumed various positions and became Executive Director of the Board of the Van Leeuwen Group. In 2000, he started his own consultancy company, advising international corporations on E-Business strategies. Tenaris was one of his clients and, in early 2001, Mr. Balkenende joined Tenaris.
Dan O’Leary
Edgen Murray II, LP
“Past, Present, and Future: A Distributor’s Perspective”

Friday, June 13, 2008  10:15 – 10:45 a.m.

Dan O’Leary is President and Chief Executive Officer of Edgen Murray II LP, a leading supplier of premium metals including plate, pipe, fittings and valves throughout the energy sector. Edgen Murray has 26 locations worldwide and over $1 billion in revenue. 

He joined Edgen Corporation in 2003 and led the management buyout together with Jefferies Capital Partners in February 2005.

Dan has been involved in the steel pipe and distribution industries for 31 years. Prior to joining Edgen in 2003, Dan served as President and Chief Operating Officer of Stupp Corporation, an independent producer of electric-resistance welded custom steel line pipe, from 1995 to 2002. Prior to joining Stupp Corporation, he was Executive Vice-President and Chief Operating Officer of Maverick Tube Corporation from 1989 to 1995. He has also held management and executive positions with Red Man Pipe and Supply and Lone Star Steel Company. He has an extensive background in product specification, international business development, trade and industry issues. A former Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Pipe and Tube Imports, and a member of the National Association of Steel Pipe Distributors, Dan is a graduate of the University of Tulsa with a Bachelor’s degree in Education.

Don Reynolds, Futurist and Economist

“Tectonic Plates of Change”

Friday, June 13, 2008  10:45 – Noon

Don developed the nation's first graduate business course on the 21st Century. He has a Masters Degree in Public Administration/Planning, a Doctoral background in Economics, and is a graduate of the Securities Industry Institute of the Wharton School. He has an honorary degree from the University of Moscow and was the first American member of the Moscow Center for Consulting Scientists. 

Having served 11 years as Chairman of the Investment Advisory Board of a $22 Billion trust fund, his success resulted in his being appointed by George W. Bush as Pension Board Chairman with oversight of $120 Billion in Pension & Trust Funds. He understands how important personal accountability and bottom line performance is, and the need for decision makers to have a clear vision of future trends and events in order to make successful long term strategic decisions. 


Don has given over 1000 speeches, won numerous speaking awards, and been described as "Passionate, Motivational, Charismatic and Mesmerizing." He is not just a great economist, he is a gifted story teller capable of explaining real world trends and how they impact corporations, individuals and associations. 


No one is trusted to manage billions of dollars without developing a track record of success. Over half of the presentations he made last year were for clients who had invited him back for updates on specific economic and industry trends. Clients and media have described him as "near clairvoyant, uncannily precise and brilliant." 

In 1986, Don founded 21st Century Forecasting, a research company focusing on long term global, economic, demographic, and technology trends. He frequently works with the leadership of major corporations and trade associations in interactive half day long strategic planning sessions helping them to identify specific trends that will impact their organizations' long term profitability and help them develop pro-active strategies for success. 

He has lived 14 years overseas, visited over 50 countries, has lectured on Free Market Systems at the University of Moscow, spoken about the Global Economy for the Saudi Arabian Central Bank, keynoted the Australian IT Summit, advised the Heavy Equipment Industry in Rome, Keynoted for international correspondents in Indonesia and spoken on the impact of global warming in Santiago. 

Thank you for joining us
 in San Francisco, CA
Susannah Porr 
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